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METEOROLOGICAL NOTES A N D CROP 
RETURNS 
By W. R. N . NATHANAEL, 
Acting Chemist. 
A COMPLETE series of weather records has been kept at Bandirippuwa Estate since May I, 1933, which includes rainfall, maximum and minimum temperatures, ground 
temperatures, humidity, barometric pressure and cloud observations. Abstracts of these 
readings have been regularly sent to the Colombo Observatory at the end of each month, 
for publication in the Observatory Meteorological abstract for the Island. 
The adjoining table summarises the rainfall and bimonthly crop figures for rhe 16 
years 1934-1949. 
'Meteorological Notes 
1934.—It will be seen from the summary that the rainfall this year was a record, 
totalling 1 0 0 0 8 inches falling on 149 rainy days, ( o -o i* and over)l 
1935.—During this year 6 6 - 9 4 inches fell on 126 rai.ny days. A severe drought was 
experienced during the early part of this year, only p - 17" falling during the six 
weeks beginning January the first. 
1936.—Rainfall during this year was good and well distributed, 9 3 - 2 6 inches falling on 
131 rainy 'days. . 
1937.—The distribution of rain was fair, there being a fall of 8 7 - 4 1 inches on 149 days. 
The early part of the year was dry with an absolute drought from February 2nd 
to the 18th (Absolute drought—Any period of at least 15 consecutive days, to none 
of which is credited -o i inch of rain ot mote). Rainfall in April and May was 
satisfactory and the North-East monsoon tains in November were moderate. 
1938.—The rainfall was 47*81 inches on 153 days. This year.was unprecedented for 
shottage of rainfall, there having been in effect a failure of both monsoons. The 
shortfall from average rainfall was about 31 inches. 
1939.—The rainfall was 7 0 - 0 7 inches on 143 rainy days; which was reasonably well distri­
buted through the year. There were two droughts during the periods lare January 
to the end of March, and mid August to mid September. 
1940.—The rainfall was 81.-92 inches on 162 days. Only o-10" of rain fell between 
January 1st and Match 3rd. For the rest of the year rainfall was reasonably gcod 
and well distributed. 
1941.—The rainfall was 7 1 - 9 9 inches on 169 days. The first quartet, of the year was 
dry, only 2 - 8 5 inches of rain falling in this period. During the rest of the year 
rainfall was satisfactory and well distributed. The October and November raiiis 
were particularly favourable with 29- 54 inches in the two months on 4 8 rainy dzys. 
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1 9 4 2 - — 6 9 - 3 7 inches were recorded falling on 152 rainy days. The first quarter was 
characterised by dry conditions. There were two absolute droughts. The S. W. 
Monsoon rains in April and May totalled 2 8 - 1 2 inches. The November rainfall 
was much below the average and in general the year's rainfall could not be described 
as satisfactory in amount or distribution. , 
1943.—The rainfall was 65 -o4 inches on 160 rainy days. Although below the average 
the distribution was fairly satisfactory and the N.E . Monsoon rains were favourable. 
1944.—91*47 inches of tain fell on 191 rainy days. The rainfall was well distributed 
and the total was above the average, and the highest since 1934. 
1945 .—72- 13 inches fell on t27 rainy days. Early'in the year there was a severe drought. 
Rainfall to the end of September totalled only 2 7 - 9 4 inches. In October there was 
unusually heavy rain totalling 26- 83 inches. 
1946—97-89 inches fell on 170 rainy days. Drought conditions prevailed during the 
early part of the year. The highest temperature, a record for this station was read 
on March 8, 1946. Copious rain totalling 5 7 - 1 9 inches fell in die last thtee months. 
1947.—The rainfall was 59*93 inches against an. average (1933-46) of 7 8 - 0 7 inches. 
Rainy days numbered 159. Up to the end of September rainfall was limited 
but well distributed. The end of the year saw a failure of rhe N.E. Monsoon only 
0 - 5 6 inch fell in November compared with an average (1933-46) of 14-96 inches. 
1948.—73- 35 inches of rain were recorded oh 162 rainy days/ The October.rains were 
very heavy and out of a total of 2 0 - 7 1 inches, a record fail of L O - 6 Z inches was 
recorded on 22nd October, 1948. 
1949—The total rainfall was 37 inches falling on 156 days. The ' rains were well 
above the average and well distributed. The fall during May and "June was un­
usually heavy totalling 32 -33 inches. 
Crop Returns.—The record crop foe "Bandirippuwa Estate during 1934-49 totalled 
664,742 nuts, picked in 1937, and the Iowest^was-44g,6o5 nuts in 1939. The latter 'is 
obviously the result of the shortage of rain during 1938. The response to favourable rain . 
or adverse drought is usually evident in Coconuc. Crops about 1,2-15 months later. The 
average rainfall for the past 16 years is 77- 19 inches, and the average yearly crop for 
Bandirippuwa is 569 ,098 nuts for the same period,. 
